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A T I S Aviation News Roundup

No More Waiting for Line Up and Wait 
Effective September 30, 2010, the familiar ATC 
instruction “taxi in position and hold” will no longer 
be used. Instead, expect to hear “line up and wait” 
when ATC issues an instruction for a pilot to taxi onto 
a departure runway and wait for takeoff clearance. 
The change is to help simplify and standardize ATC 
phraseology, as well as to comply with International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards. The 
phrase, both in its current and future form, is used 
when takeoff clearance cannot immediately be issued, 
either because of traffic or other reasons.

Why “line up and wait?” The phrase has been 
in use by a majority of ICAO contracting states for 
many years. It has proven useful with many non-
native English speakers who can sometimes confuse 
“position and hold” with similar-sounding phrases 
like “position and roll,” “position at hold,” or “hold 
position.” Misinterpretation of this instruction can 
have serious consequences. Using “line up and wait” 
helps avoid ambiguity and keeps the global aviation 
community accountable to the same standard. 

Additional details will be communicated via 
updates to the Aeronautical Informational Manual 
(AIM) and Pilot/Controller Glossary, both located 
under the Air Traffic section of www.faa.gov. 

Other changes to the standard ATC lexicon 
include air traffic controllers no longer using the 
term “taxi to” when authorizing an aircraft to taxi to 
an assigned takeoff runway. Effective June 30, 2010, 
controllers must issue explicit clearances to pilots 
crossing any runway (active/inactive or closed) 
along the taxi route. In addition, pilots crossing 
multiple runways must be past the first runway they 
are cleared to cross before controllers can issue the 
next runway-crossing clearance. 

FAA Recommends Pilots/AMTs  
Report Glass-Cockpit Malfunctions
In a recent study, NTSB found that many instances 
of glass-cockpit avionics malfunctions went 
unreported and did not result in any service 

difficulty reports (SDR). To stress how important 
it is for operators and AMTs to report these 
malfunctions, on June 17, 2010, FAA issued 
Information for Operators (InFO) bulletin 10007. 
The bulletin said, “Identification of service 
difficulties, equipment malfunctions, abnormal 
operations, and other safety issues will be 
increasingly important as light aircraft avionics 
systems continue to increase in complexity and 
variation of design.” FAA recommends pilots 
and AMTs voluntarily report equipment failures, 
abnormalities, and other safety issues associated 
with glass-cockpit systems on the FAA’s SDR site at 
http://av-info.faa.gov/sdrx/Default.aspx. For more 
information, go to http://www.faa.gov/other_visit/
aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/
info/all_infos/media/2010/InFO10007.pdf.

Off to the Races
With fall just around the corner, it’s time to start 
thinking about cooler weather and the upcoming 
holidays. For those with aviation in their blood, 
it’s also a time for world-class air racing and hot-
air excitement. Mark your calendars: The National 
Championship Air Races and Air Show in Reno, 
Nevada (September 15-19), and the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico (October 2-10). Both events offer 
opportunities to witness precision airmanship at 
its best. 

This year’s theme for the Reno Air Races is 
“The Next Generation,” a tribute to the rise of new 
competitors, new aircraft, and new speed records. 
Talking about speed—some of the aircraft at Reno 
race at speeds of more than 500 mph—the fastest-
moving machines in motor sports. Contrast that with 
the much slower, but graceful, operations of hot-air 
and gas balloons at Balloon Fiesta and you see the 
wide range of experience aviation offers to all. 

The FAA conducts surveillance and sets high 
operational and regulatory standards to ensure the 
safety of both pilots and spectators at these events. 
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For more information, see www.airrace.org and 
www.balloonfiesta.com. 

FAA Makes Restriction Changes  
to DC Special Flight Rules Area (SFRA)
Beginning September 1, 2010, there are a few changes 
to the restrictions that govern the DC SFRA. Among 
the most significant changes are those that affect 
pilots who lose radio contact with controllers while 
flying VFR after departing from an airport located 
within the SFRA (a circle of airspace extending 30 
miles out from DCA). Under the current rules, those 
pilots must squawk 7600 on their transponders 
and immediately leave the SFRA by the most direct 
route. The new rule will allow pilots to return to 
their departure airport if it is closer than the SFRA 
boundary. Pilots who lose radio contact after 
departing from an airport located within the Flight 
Restricted Zone (FRZ)—an inner ring extending 15 
miles out from DCA—may return to that airport if it is 
within 5 nautical miles. If neither condition applies, 
pilots must leave the SFRA by the most direct route.

To improve safety, the FAA added a speed limit 
of 180 knots within the SFRA for aircraft flying VFR. 
This complements the existing 230-knot speed limit 
for aircraft flying VFR in airspace extending 30 miles 
beyond the outer ring of the SFRA. The agency made 
several clarifications to make it easier for pilots to 
file flight plans and understand radio requirements. 
The FAA added a phone number (866-225-7410) for 
pilots to call to file flight plans for the FRZ. Pilots will 
be asked to use their confidential pilot identification 
codes or their waiver numbers.

The FAA also clarified that aircraft flying within 
the SFRA must be equipped with a functioning 
two-way radio capable of communicating with 
controllers on the appropriate frequencies or 
UNICOM. The agency strongly recommends pilots 
continuously monitor VHF frequency 121.5 or UHF 
frequency 243.0 for emergency instructions while 
flying in the SFRA .

For more information, search NOTAMs 0/9477 
and 0/9463 on http://tfr.faa.gov. The online DC SFRA 
Awareness Training course atwww.FAASafety.gov is 
scheduled to be updated with these new changes by 
September 1.

Makeover for Navigation Chart Covers 
Beginning in September 2010, you may notice 
something different on your new FAA navigation 
charts. To provide a cleaner and more colorful look 
while complying with branding guidelines, FAA 

National Aeronautical Services (AeroNav Services) is 
redesigning covers of its charts and publications. 

The first products to receive cover redesigns 
were the Airport/Facility Directories, Alaska Chart 
Supplement, and the Pacific Chart Supplement, 
which were implemented for the July 29, 2010 
editions. The VFR Sectional Aeronautical Charts, 
World Aeronautical Charts, Terminal Area Charts, 
Enroute Low Altitude Charts, Enroute High 
Altitude Charts, and the U.S. Terminal Procedures 
Publications cover redesigns will be implemented 
for the September 23, 2010 editions.

It’s only the covers that are changing. Everything 
else remains the same. For more information, go 
to:  http://avn.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/
safety_alerts. Pilots may also provide feedback on the 
new covers by e-mailing AeroNav Services at  9-amc-
aerochart@faa.gov. 

Check out the mass ascension at the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.
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